11th September 2018
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome Back
It gives me great pleasure to write this first letter as your new Head of School. I sincerely hope that you had a restful
and enjoyable summer break and that you are enjoying the late summer warmth that lingers still.
I expect that I will meet with many of you in my new role over the coming weeks and months. Jack Mayhew is very
much still a part of the leadership structure here at County, but I am now leading the school on a day-to-day basis.
I am hugely excited for the year ahead, not least because of another record breaking summer of exam results; once
again beating national performance figures. As you may have seen from our website, 80% of students gained 9-4
passes at GCSE in both English and Maths, with almost 70% doing the same at grades 9-5. Over 40% of all grades
were at 9-7 and early indications also suggest that our GCSE students achieved almost one grade higher on average
across their subjects than the national average. A similar picture emerged at A-level, where almost 40% of all grades
were A and A* grades, with almost 70% of all grades being A*-B and almost 90% at A*-C; putting County in the top
10% of schools nationally. Needless to say, we shall not be resting on our laurels and will be working tirelessly this
year to support all children to achieve their very best.
What is special about County, though, is the value that we place on educating the whole child, seeking not just the
best possible academic outcomes, but also looking for opportunities in a range of other key areas. Music remains in
our soul and we have already seen 20 new members arrive at our Boys’ Choir from the new co-hort of Year 7. Year
7 have all made a superb start to their time at secondary school and I very much look forward to watching them grow,
learn and have fun at County over the next few weeks; not least at the Year 7 BBQ on the 20 th September that will
again this year be organised by our terrific Sixth Form students.
To give you a flavour of what is to come between now and the half term break: the Science Department are leading
both the Lower School and the Sixth Form in two separate residential weekend visits; Mr Briggs and his team will be
away to the West Country on Silver DofE; GCSE Business Studies students will be visiting Thorpe Park; the Drama
Department will be leading a back stage theatre tour in London’s West End; Upper School students will begin to be
offered independent careers advice; the School Sponsored Walk takes place on Friday 5th October, following an early
closure of the school so that we are able to prepare for Year 6 Open Evening on Thursday 4th October; Mrs Griffin will
be hosting our annual Harvest assemblies; House Rowing will be setting sail in the Main Hall on October 11 th; we will
be welcoming visitors from a partner school in the Netherlands. Along with an informal Music concert, various
Welcome Evenings and Year 11 Parents’ Evening on October 18th, this promises to be a very busy and successful
period of school life.
As a part of my work as Head of School, I am responsible for developing our strategic vision, alongside other members
of the Leadership Team, the wider staff and our Governing Body. As such, I share with you overleaf a copy of our
strategic priorities for 2018 / 19. We continue to work on ensuring an appropriate level of challenge for all students;
maintaining our focus on achievement for all; we will provide all of the students with the highest possible levels of
support; and all of this will take place within inspiring facilities, hoping this year to commence work on our new Sports
Hall.
Until we next meet, I wish you all the very best.
Yours faithfully,
Steve Smith
Head of School

